20 NEWS

H&H SERIES |ULY 5 2002
whenw hamihigh,couuk

CLEANERS at the Roval Free
Hospital usaally go unnoticed as
they tidy up after the hundreds
of patients, stafl and visitors
who use it every day.,

But one artist was so
intrigued by their work that he
wanls to paint their picture,

Simon Black became artist-in-
residence at the hosplial in Pond
Street, Hompstead, last year
afler winning a competition,

He was given access to all
areas and departments of the
busy haspital — and discoversd
that domesdic stall were
it the running of the building.

Roval Free managers are
among the few NHES trosts in
the country to commission an
artisl bo wark on-sife.

They hope that Mr Black's
artistic vision and insight into
the hospital®s working life will
help make the boilding feel bess
like an nstitation.

Since taking on the commis-
siom Mr Black has been taking
photographs in the lnundry
depariment, operating theatre
and children's ward to get a feel
far the place.

“I felt a real sense of privilege
al secing and experiencing the
things I did.” safd the 44-vear-
ald. “I was invited into what
turned ool fo be some intimate
and private siluations that are
normally off-Hmits to the pul-
lic, and gained a real insight
inte the heart of the Royal
Free”

The painter has just begun
work on his first two pleces.
One is a 40t canvas deplciing
surgeons ahout to enter the
operaling theatre, ithe other of
medics on the children®s ward.

Onee completed, they will

Artist-in-residence casts
a clinical eye on hospital

Simon Black brings
a new perspective to
the workings of the
Royal Free as he
captures its staff on
canvas, writes
Sarah Harrison

take pride of place on the walls
af the Royval Free.

The haspital is expected to
eventunlly commission o fur-
ther two pain

“It didn’t matter what job

did,” Mr Black

“After spending time with
every depariment it was obvis
ous that they were all depen-
dent on each other o make

sure (he hospital runs as well as
it does.™

He said it was “very unusual
to be commissioned by a hospi-
tal™ but believes other trusts
will soan calch on (o the idea.

“Art is a good way of creating
a calm atmosphere so its ideal
in a hosplial setting where peo-
ple might b nervons" e said.
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